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Message from the Lord Mayor 





The City of Melbourne is delighted to support a publication on the history of the Royal 
Park Golf Club in its centenary year through our newly established Community History 
Publishing Grant Program. 


The grant program was established to encourage and support local community history 
publication projects. We believe there are many stories to be told within our diverse 
community. Histories of community based organisations serve to document the im- 
portant contribution of volunteers and the achievements of those organisations and 
their members. This publication will enrich the lives of Melburnians and assist in the 
preservation and promotion of the stories of those associated with club over the past 
100 years. 


The history of the Royal Park Golf Club is an important part of the sporting life of our 
city. Over the years, the fortunes of the club have gone up and down in much the same 
way as the fortunes of society in general. By carefully researching and documenting 
the club's history and its volunteers and achievers, the author give us a unique insight 
into the club and the times during which it prospered and struggled. While many hun- 
dreds of members have been associated with the club, it is best ranembered for its 
most famous member Peter Thomson, who won the club champiorship at the age of 
16 and went on to win the Australian Open and British Open championship five times 
in the 1950s and 1960s. 


The publication will serve to increase the awareness of the 100-year history of the club 
and provide a great pleasure to those associated with the club. The City of Melbourne 
has had a proud association with the Royal Park Golf Club and I congratulate those 
involved with producing this valuable history of one of our great local sporting clubs. 


John So, Lord Mayor. 


Message from the Club President 





It is indeed a privilege and honour to lead our hard working committee, in this our 
Centenary year. Special thanks to Chris McManus, Centenary Committee chairman, 
Denise Hilton, former committee member and author, and the Melbourne City Coun- 
cil for their publishing grant. 


As we reflect on our past 100 years, the good times far outweigh the tough times and 
the success of our club today is in part a tribute to our founders who had the foresight 
to establish our golf club at Royal Park, in the heart of the city. Despite being a nine 
hole course, we have managed to nurture the likes of Mick Ryan and Peter Thomson, 
who both chose to start their golfing careers out at Royal Park Golf Club. These two 
champions were recently voted in the top twelve players in the VGA’s Victorian Team 
Of The Century, which is something no other club in Victoria can boast. Introducing 
young and old for the first time to the global game of golf in our peaceful environ- 
ment, in the heart of the city, and inviting them to join our socially cohesive group, is 
why our club looks ahead to the next 100 years. 


Jonathan Holmes, Club President. 
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“T have much pleasure in informing you that your Club was admitted 
as a Registered Club ... I have also to express the hope that your Club 
will meet with the fullest measure of prosperity.” 


J. C. Anderson, Hon. Sec. V.G.A., 1904 


“Royal Park has sometimes been called a nursery for bigger clubs. 
There is justification for this, and it is particularly applicable to 
Victoria [Golf Club], for the list of good players who have gone there 
from our club includes W. R. Opie, M. E. Lockhart, G. G. Arthur, 
E. O. Kelly, A. W. Jackson, L. W. Craig, A. Thompson, 

P. W. Thomson and L. G. Baxter.” 


L. A. Hoy, 1950 


“There have, as far as I know, been very few complaints about the way 
in which the course is conducted, and this, I think, is indicative of 
good management by the Club and the provision by it of good facili- 
ties for enjoyment of a game of golf on reasonably equal terms by its 
members and members of the public alike.” 


F. H. Rogan, Town Clerk, Melbourne City Council, 1960 


“It didn’t exactly prosper, but it did the next best thing —it endured.” 
P. W. Thomson, 2003 
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FOREWORD 


Peter Thomson 

April 2003 

One hundred years ago when Melbourne was still young, but de 

servedly chastened by the land boom and subsequent depression, golf 

was the recreation of a few. It was not truthfully the game of 

"millionaires". Our Scottish heritage saw to that. Golf in Scotland was 

always and ever the pastime of the working and artisan citizens. Our 

Scottish immigrants brought golf to the Antipodes. At the turn of the 

century clubs and balls were mostly made in Lowland Scotland and 
shipped to Australia. Golf therefore was within the reach of anyone. 


Our planning founders too made a valuable contribution, although 
they were probably not aware of it. Melbourne city became ringed with 
parks, (an amazing and daring piece of planning for its time!) the larg- 
est of which was Royal Park spread out on the northern "interior" sec- 
tion. The terrain was hardly fit for grazing, but the hardy eucalypts 
made a peaceful environment especially suited for sport and games, 
and the most suitable of all was golf. 


Golf is essentially a social game. Men and women have to mingle to 
enjoy it, the joining together the making of a "club". It would be in 
teresting to know if the origin of the word "club! as applied to golf, 
sprung from the use of its implements. "Clubbing together" sounds ap- 
propriate! However, I digress. 


Clubbing then together in the chosen spot really formed the organt 
sation we know today as the Royal Park Golf Club in 1903. It didn't 
need the Regal appointment to ennoble its name. It just took it from its 
territory. It didn't exactly prosper, but it did the next best thing—it en- 
dured. It was probably due to its accessibility, served as it was by pub- 
lic transport in at least two forms. This brought the members together 
since in the beginning private transport was comparatively rare. Those 
with this facility ventured further out. 


Forty years on from the Club's Opening, I took my first step onto its 
hallowed fairways. I held my uncle's greyhound while he ran up the 
fourth fairway with a furry shape in a hessian bag. I was ordered to 
slip the lead when he reached the far green. The dog then took off like 
a shot out of a gun, leaving me to examine my surroundings. 
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It was not long before the passion for striking a responsive small white 
ball had me hooked, The fact that the years of 1941 and 1942 found the 
course, (and the entire park) empty, enabled an impoverished young- 
ster to roam freely without paying a fee. Being at that time one of the 
very few players to venture out at all might just have helped keep the 
fire at least alight. 


All of this took place during a period when even the most illustrious 
clubs of Melbourne’s Sand Belt struggled to keep afloat. Royal Park by 
the consent if not by financial assistance of the Melbourne City Coun- 
cil ticked along, providing a generous introduction to the game of golf 
to hundreds and perhaps thousands of players, young and old. 


It is no great shakes of a course. The Australian Open Championship 
will never be held there. Of recent times as it became busier, matters of 
public safety loomed large, and the course had to be seriously cur- 
tailed in length. The creation of an entirely new car park for the co- 
tenants of the Park, the Royal Melbourne Zoological Gardens, swal- 
lowed up its precious eighth hole [today’s 9th hole], which was its on- 
ly seriously strong par four hole. 


In spite of all that, the club thrives as a socially cohesive group of en- 
thusiasts who make up a small stitch in the vast tapestry which is the 
global game of golf. An institution one hundred years old is to be sa- 
luted, in this case, deservedly. 











Alex Austin, Stephen Lucas and James Holmes, members of the Royal Park Junior Pennant team, 
with Peter Thomson, during the Centenary Tournament held on 29 and 30 March, 2003. 
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1903 ~ 1910 


1903: 

A group of golf enthusiasts gathered in 
the Parkville Hotel to form a club. They } 
gained permission from the Royal Park 
Trustees to lease the land, and began to 
build and maintain an 18-hole course with 
Club members and others volunteering 
their time. The first hole started against 
the cairn marking the spot from which 
Bourke and Wills began their expedition. 
The Club’s first president, shown on right, 
was Cr. G. H. levers. 








1904: 
On 17 August, the Club’s application to become a registered club with 
the Victorian Golf Association was formally accepted. 


1905~1906: 

Land (100’ x 36’) near the Royal Park railway station was obtained (by 
a 1/2 yearly lease of £1/10/- to the Railway Department) for a club- 
house, which was built by funds obtained by the issuing of debentures 
to Club members. Some members chose not to redeem the money they 
had lent. 


During 1906, mixed foursomes were played with the Associates (lady 
members). The first Club championship was held in 1906 and a fancy 
dress ball was held by Club members in the Masonic Hall, Melbourne. 


1907; 

The Club competed for the Junior Pennant in the Victorian Golf Asso- 
ciation, along with Sandridge (which became Victoria), Kew, Geelong, 
Caulfield (which became Royal Melbourne), Essendon, Surrey Hills 
(which became Riversdale) and Eaglemont (which became Yarra Yar- 
ra). 

The Club champion was W. R. Opie, a left-hander, whose favourite 
explanation for an indifferent round was that he was handicapped in 
competition with right handers because his heart frequently got in the 
way. 
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1903 ~ 1910 


1909: 
Membership had fallen to about 15, and it was not always possible for 
the Club to find the £1 a week for a man to cut the greens. 


1910: 

“the course ran in a westerly direction towards Flemington Road, 
keeping wide of Gatehouse Street, until Flemington Bridge was 
reached. After crossing under the bridge it continued over the Moonee 
Ponds Creek on the north side of the railway, traversing the hill and 
running along the little creek behind the present Receiving Home; 
then over the ground on the North side of the Zoo, to the paddock be- 
yond the present eighth green, and to the South back to the starting 
point, so that a circuit of the Zoo was made.”* 


Natural creeks, depressions and trees were all present, with the grass 
being mainly couch and native grasses. These grasses held up well in 
spring, winter and autumn, but water for fairways and greens was not 
available for use on the course. 


“In this year what is de- 
scribed as a strong Royal 
Melbourne team received 
an unexpected defeat at 
Royal Park. The reporter 
of the match, in whimsical 
mood, said that the visit- 
ing players were greatly 
disturbed by the roaring 
of lions and tigers and the 
crying of curlews in the 
neighbouring Zoo, and 
that one of them declared 
that an animal like a small 
tiger had pounced on a green and run off with his ball.”* 








At least he doesnt have 
to worry about his 
Slice anymeg ... 



















*Excerpt from The History of the Royal Park Golf Club by L.A. Hoy, 1950. 
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1911 +1920 


1911: 
Due to falling attendances, the decision was made to shorten the course 
to 9 holes. 


19131914: 

The Club’s first greenkeeper was appointed for 3 days per week. Later 
Walter Spicer, from England, became the first golf professional to be 
employed. He had received his training at the British Open and Ama- 
teur Championship course of the Royal Cinque Ports Club at Deal and 
throughout his 10 years at the Club had a great deal of influence on the 
members, and raised the standard of play with his knowledge of the 
game and course construction. 


1915: 
No pennant was played until 1919, due to the First World War. 

















An undated picture of the weatherboard clubhouse, built in 1906, with an unnamed 
woman at the gate, possibly an Associate Member. 
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1911 ~:1920 





LO: 

The pennant team won 5 matches in a row and went on to win the 
VGA Junior Pennant flag. Only one member of the team was over 30 
years of age. The team included A. W. (Gus) Jackson, who went on to 


win many competitions in Australia (see page 34 for more in 
formation). 














Club mem- 


bers and winning pennant team outside the clubhouse in 1919. 
Photograph donated to the Club by Mr. Jim Wilson. 


1920: 

Annual rent paid to the Royal Park Trustees for lease of the course 
was £5/5/-. The Trustees, who were not sympathetic towards the 
Club, did not permit Sunday golf and they would sometimes allow 
Sunday school picnics to be held on a Saturday on the 8th fairway, be- 


cause a tap provided water. On those occasions the Club competition 
was held on the 7 holes to the north of the railway line. 


During this period the course was used infrequently by green fee play- 
ers—receipts from these players were about £5 per year. 
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1921 ~ 1930 


19211930; 

During this decade all pennant matches were held on the course of the 
opposing clubs. The last pennant match held at Royal Park was in 
1919, the year the club won the flag. 


1923; 

A tramline (the West Coburg link) was to be built through the course 
and during its construction the course layout was altered. For a few 
months during the period of construction there were three holes in the 
area in front of the clubhouse. 


Rental paid to the Railways Department for lease of the clubhouse 
land was increased to £5 per annum. 


1924: 

There was talk of amalgamation with the City of Melbourne club 
(their course ran along the west side of the Moonee Ponds creek), but 
the majority of the Royal Park Club members were against it. The City 
of Melbourne club was disbanded soon after. 


£225 was spent on improvements to the clubhouse. Rent for the course 
paid to the Royal Park Trustees increased to £25 per annum. 


1925: 

In June, M. J. (Mick) Ryan joined the Club on the recommendation of 
his cousin, A. W. (Gus) Jackson. He went on to win many national and 
international tournaments (see page 35 for further information). 


The tramline through the course, which started construction in 1923, 
was Officially opened in July. 

1926: 

Improvements to the course included the laying of pipes for watering 
the greens, and electricity to the clubhouse. To meet the costs of these 
improvements the following fees and subscriptions were agreed on: 


° Members — Entrance fees £3/3/-, Subscription £3/3/- 

° Associates — Entrance fees £1/10/6, Subscription £1/10/6 

° Practice members (these were members that did not enter club 
competitions) — £1/1/- 


The History Of The Royal Park Golf Club m 13 


1921 ~ 1930 


1927; 

Further improvements to the clubhouse included the installation of a 
telephone. Before the telephone was connected, a press representative 
collected scores from the Club, for the Saturday evening papers late 
that afternoon. 


1928: 
The Club committee sent a request to the Royal Park Trustees that the 
grazing of horses on the golf course on a Saturday be stopped. 


1929: 

A horse drawn unit mower was bought by the Club to mow the 
greens, and a Kaustine (chemical) sanitary system was installed at the 
clubhouse. An application to the Melbourne Metropolitan Board of 
Works to sewer the clubhouse was unsuccessful; the reason given was 
that the clubhouse was too far from the main sewers. 


The introduction of sprinklers on the greens made play in summer 
much more enjoyable for Club members. 


Rent to the Royal Park Trustees was increased from £25 to £100, with a 
protest by the committee to the trustees having no effect. 


Receipts in a report to the Club committee on the 29th of February 
show the following: 


° Members subscriptions— Full (90), Associates (57) and Practice 
(30) for a total of £443/14/6 

° Green fees paid by non-members — £16/11/- 

° Afternoons teas —£65/17/6 


Expenditure in the same report shows: 
° Wages —£245/13/- 
° Greens, etc —£68/3/2 


1930: 
The first house committee was appointed. 
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1931 ~ 1940 








1951; 

The office of captain was 
added to the executive posi- 
tion in the Club, and junior 
members (15 years old) 
were admitted. The first syl- 
labus of Club events for a 
whole season was issued. 











Photograph from Golfers’ Guide and Handbook, March 1931. 
Reproduced with permission from the La Trobe Collection, State Library of Victoria. 


1932: 

“The Committee decided that the rules covering conduct of com- 
petitions needed revising and a stricter method of entry was needed. It 
was resolved that entrants must write their names in the book pro- 
vided. Unless this was done a player couldn’t be recognised as a com- 
petitor. The first to be disqualified for non-compliance with this rule 
was the Secretary, who had been one of its strongest supporters.”* 


The Royal Park Trustees once again denied the Club permission to 
play on Sundays. 


“Due to concerns at the possibility that the club could be denied entry 
to pennant golf on the grounds that a 9-hole course was unsuitable for 
such matches, an agreement was made with the Eastern Club at Dorn 
caster that allowed the Royal Park home matches to be played there.”* 


Regular monthly meetings were now held at the clubhouse. Before this 
meetings were held firstly at the Parkville Hotel, then at various offi- 
cial’s homes, or at rooms obtained for Club meetings at the Hardware 
Club in the city. 


1934: 

Control of Royal Park changed from the Royal Park Trustees to the 
Melbourne City Council. Improvements for the Club were immediate, 
with permission given for the addition of bunkers and mounds to the 
course, and the mowing of fairways. 


*Excerpt from The History of the Royal Park Golf Club by L.A. Hoy, 1950. 
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1931 ~ 1940 


1935: 

Members agreed to spend £375 on alterations and extensions to the 
clubhouse, and issued debentures for £225 over 3 years at 5%. This 
loan was immediately fully subscribed to by Club members. 


Without official permission, Club members commenced playing golf 
on Sundays. 


1937: 

The standard scratch score for the course was 70, with the length re 
corded (over 18 holes) at 5290 yards. The course record was 69, held 
by L. Hoy and G. Izzard. 


In February, W. Reddrop, on a 14 handicap, holed both the 125 yard 
7th and 260 yard 9th in one while playing in a three ball competition. 


1938: 

A. W. Jackson supervised the layout of the course, and a standard 
scratch score of 72 was fixed. Melbourne City Council assisted in a tree 
planting scheme, after a request by the Club committee. The course 
length was now 5890 yards (over 18 holes). L.A. Hoy held the course 
record of 68. 


1939: 

Club fees were raised to: 

° Members — Entrance to £5/5/-, Subscription to £3/3/- 

° Associates — Entrance to £3/3/-, Subscription to £1/11/6 


1940: 

During this decade the total number of members increased from 177 to 
261, subscriptions increased from £443 to £695, green fees from £16 to 
£496, afternoon teas from £65 to £177, wages to greenkeepers from 
£245 to £364 and the committee spent £501 on the course and £306 of 
the clubhouse. 


No pennant was played until 1946, due to the Second World War. 
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1941 ~ 1950 


1942: 

On the recommendation of the Defence authorities, servicemen were 
charged 1/- per round green fees on weekdays, and 2/6 on Sundays. 
Previous to this they were not charged. 


Peter Thomson (aged 13) was admitted as a junior member in April 
(see page 36 for more information). 

To provide members with a constant supply of golf balls during war 
time shortages of rubber, the committee purchased £50 worth of balls, 
which proved to be “a wise move” .* 


A Building Fund was started for the acquisition of a new clubhouse, or 
for improvements or alternations to the existing facilities. 


1944: 
Club members’ fees were increased by £1/1/- (10/6 for Associates), 
and these increases were put into the Post War Building Fund. 


1945: 
Peter Thomson, aged 16, won the Club championship, President's Tro- 
phy, and the Foursomes Championship with R. Empey. 


The Building Fund had a balance of £1297. 

1946: 

Club fees were raised to: 

° Members — Entrance to £10/10/-, Subscription to £5/5/- 


° Associates — Entrance to £5/5/-, Subscription to £3/3/- 
° Practice members — Entrance to £5/5/-, Subscription to £3/3/- 


Amendments were made to the constitution, which was printed in its 
revised form and distributed to members. 


*Excerpt from The History of the Royal Park Golf Club by L.A. Hoy, 1950. 
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1941 ~ 1950 


At the end of the Second World War, there was 
an increase in the use of the golf course and the 
Club spent £1358 on alterations, maintenance 
and wages during the year. 


Copy of 1946 Constitution and Rules kindly 
donated to the club by Mr. Frank Flowers Snr. 





1947: 
Due to the growing number of players using the course, the Club pur 
chased an Army hut, which enabled alterations to the Associate’s 
room, the Professional’s shop and the Secretary’s office. The telephone 
was transferred into an enclosed box, and two practice putting greens 
were constructed and in use by the end of the year. 


1948: 

A Special AGM was held in June to discuss obtaining more land for 
the extension of the course to 18 holes. A majority of members voted 
for a motion to abandon further efforts to enlarge the course. The 
Building Fund showed a balance of £2229. Members voted for this 
fund to remain static, and that the increase in members’ fees from 
1944 ,that went into this fund, be now paid into the General Fund in- 
stead. The introduction of the 40-hour working week again increased 
the use of the course, especially by green fee players. 


1950: 

After a sub-committee meeting of the Parks, Gardens & Recreation 
Committee of the Melbourne City Council, it was decided to review 
the Club’s involvement in the running of the golf course. The Club 
submitted its case to Council and was allowed to continue control of 
the course, with an increase in rental to £350 per annum. No lease was 
given as security of tenure, but Council promised that if the Commit- 
tee desired to terminate the Club’s occupancy of the Park, reasonable 
notice would be given. 


Membership numbers cited in the Club’s report to council indicated 
that there were 180 male members and 170 female members. 
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1951 ~ 1960 





1952: 

Thirty trees were vandalised, some more than nine metres tall, during 
the weekend of 13 and 14 February. These trees marked the bounda- 
ries of the 6th and 7th fairways on the northwest corner of the course. 
The foreman in the charge of Royal Park, Mr. W. Owens was quoted as 
saying, it was the worst case of vandalism he had seen and that who- 
ever was responsible did not seem to have been a very expert axeman. 
“The chips were very small and it looked as if the axe used was blunt.” 
he said. A member of the Club committee (Mr. D. J. K. Paterson) said 
that members of the Club were “furious”. “This is pure vandalism. It’s 


their own property they are destroying - not the golf club’s.” 
From the Age newspaper, Monday 15 December, 1952. 


1954: 
The Junior Pennant team, shown below, had the distinction of winning 
the title without losing a single match in any of the five rounds. It was 
a remarkable achievement, and all members of the team graduated to 
other clubs in later years. 











1954 Junior Pennant team winners reproduced with permission of Mr. Bruce Davis. 
W. Willoughby, A. Thomson, B. Davis, 
J. Munro, J. Firth (Pres.), J. Kellaway (Team Capt.), W. Andrew (Club Capt.), R. McKeown. 
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1951 ~ 1960 


1956 or 1957: 

Sir Dallas Brookes, then Governor 
of Victoria, attended a youth clinic 
at the club where he raised the 
question of the right to use Royal in 
the Club’s name. It was pointed out 
to him that the Park was earlier or- 
dained, and occupiers had the right 


to the title. ‘3 “i EAE 
aie sy tha pos 


Sir Dallas Brookes addressing the juniors in the mid 1950s, 
reproduced with permission of Mr. Frank Flowers Snr. 











1960: 

In response to a letter of complaint by a member of the public about 
the Club’s conditions of occupancy, the Town Clerk responded by let- 
ter stating that “in all of the 26 years of the Club’s occupancy since the 
Council assumed control of Royal Park, there have, as far as I know, 
been very few complaints about the way in which the course is cor 
ducted and this, I think, is indicative of good management by the Club 
and the provision by it of good facilities for enjoyment of a game of 
golf on reasonably equal terms by its members and members of the 
public alike.”* 


He also stated, “Since 1934 the Club has been paying the Council a 
yearly rental for the use of the portion of Royal Park developed and 
maintained by it as a nine-hole golf course. From its membership fees, 
the Club has to meet all expenses associated with the operation and 
maintenance of the course; the Council contributes nothing.”* 


The course was closed to members of the public between 9.00 am and 
2.00 pm on Tuesdays for a ladies competition, and between 9.00 am 
and 3.30 pm on Saturdays for a men’s competition. On Sundays, mem- 
bers alternated off the first tee with green fee players. 


Green fee charges were 2/- for 9 holes on weekdays and 2/6 for 9 
holes of the weekends and public holidays. 


*From correspondence from the Town Clerk’s office, held at the Public Records Office. 
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1961 ~ 1970 


1963: 

£5000 was spent on improvements to the clubhouse, including the in- 
stallation of sewerage, which also benefited the green fee players us- 
ing the course. 


Membership numbers totalled 440 including: 


e 221 Full members (including 2 life members) 
e 167 Associate members 

« 9 Practice members (7 men, 2 women) 

° 28 Junior Male and Female members 

e 8 Honorary Male members 

° 5 Honorary Female members 

e 2 Country members 


Fees during the year were: 


° Members —Entrance £10/10/-, Subscription £8/8/- 

° Practice members— Entrance £5/5/-, Subscription £6/6/- 
° Associates —Entrance £5/5/-, Subscription £6/6/- 

° Juniors—Entrance £5/5/-, Subscription £5/5/- 


The financial statements of the Club for year ending 28th of February 
1963 showed a surplus of £1,969, and accumulated assets of £13,268. 


1969: 
Total Club membership was 407, with monthly dances held during the 
winter months being reasonably well attended. 


It was noted in the Handicapper’s Report at the 67th Annual General 
Meeting that the handicapper continued to show his capability in this 
position, and even the loss of a cartilage had not affected his pursuit of 
low scorers. 


Mr Bert Ferguson, the golf professional, entered his 20th year at Royal 
Park. 
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1961 ~ 1970 


1970: 

At around 7.30am on 9 February, the weatherboard clubhouse was 
partially destroyed by fire. Club records, trophies and member’s prop- 
erty were lost. Fire brigade officials believed that the fire might have 
been started from smouldering ashes from the briquette dust heap at 
the back of the building, which set alight the grass next to the club 
house. 


One of the few things to survive the fire was a 3 wood donated to the 
Club by Peter Thomson, which was used when Thomson won the 
1948 Victorian Amateur title. 


During the year, the committee investi- $280 000 
gated funding for rebuilding the club- . 5 
house, either in its present position or 


elsewhere on the course. It was during F IRE 
these negotiations that the Melbourne 


City Council offered the Club new con- 
ditions of occupancy, which were not IN CLUB 


agreeable to Club members. 


Royal Park Golf Club House was destroyed 
in a $280,000 fire today 





The Herald and Weekly Times, February 9th, 1970. 


Golf treasure is safe| 


The Age, February 10th, 
1970. 





| Peter Thomson’s 3 wood, donated to the Club in 
the 1960s. Photographed at the Northern Golf 
Club, August 2003. 





A meeting of members was held in November and it was decided that 
the Club would not remain at Royal Park under the new conditions of 
fered, but to merge with the Keilor Golf Club and form the Tulla 
marine Country Club. A major concern was that to remain at Royal 
Park would mean having to resign as a member club of the VGA after 
66 years, as a club using a public golf course could not be an affiliated 
member of the Association. 
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1971 ~ 1980 


1971: 

On the first day of March, the golf course became a %hole public 
course, operated and maintained by the Parks, Gardens and Recrea- 
tion Department of the Melbourne City Council. 


The cost of an annual ticket (season ticket) was $50 for 7 days and $30 
for weekdays only. 


1972: 
In March, the Royal Park Ladies Golf Club was formed, and joined the 
Victorian Women’s Golf League (see page 31 for further information). 


The Royal Park Men’s Social club was formed, with only eight mem 
bers, with the Club operating out the back of a member's station wag- 
on (see page 30 for further information). 


1973: 

Melbourne City Council built a brick restaurant and pro shop with 
conveniences in Poplar Road, adjacent to the newly reformed 1st tee. 
The old 1st tee had now become the 2nd tee, etc, and the old dogleg 
9th fairway was straightened out for a direct hit from the tee to the 
green. The 4th green was enlarged to twice its usual size, and many 
bunkers were removed to speed up play. 


Green fees were 60¢ for 9 holes. 


1974: 

On 16 October, the Royal Park Men’s Golf Club was formed at a public 
meeting at the golf course restaurant. 100 prospective members at- 
tended. 


Club colours were fixed at red and blue, competitions were held on 
Saturdays (18 holes) and Sundays (9 holes), and joining fees for full 
members were $10.00 with yearly dues of $6.00 and $6.00 with yearly 
dues of $3.00 for juniors. 


The Club officially joined the Victorian Golf League. 
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1971 ~ 1980 


1976: 

The Club committee decided to 
play its 9-hole competitions on 
Saturday and 18-hole on Sundays. 


© | The Club entered teams in both A 
} | and B grades of the VGL pennant 
competitions. 





Ke 4d Proposals for a clubhouse were 
put to the Melbourne City Coun- 








Club members outside the restaurant/ cil, with the Club being informed 
clubhouse. Photo taken from Club score card. that it was not possible unless the 
Club became a company. A special 





general meeting was called and members unanimously voted to form 
the Club into a limited company. 


A social committee was formed for fund raising and entertainment for 
Club members. The Club now had 150 members. 


1977: 
Greens fees were increased to $1.00 for 9 holes and $2.00 for 18. Annu- 
al fees rose to $25.00 for full members. 


The “Men’s” part of the Club’s name was dropped as the old name 
was now legally allowed. The Club became a limited company. 


1978: 

Film nights were held in the restaurant and Club presentations nights 
held at the Brunswick Club. Membership had fallen to 75 full mem- 
bers and 12 juniors. 


1979: 
Membership falls to just over 50 members. A decision was made to liq- 
uidate the Club as a company, as it became too expensive to run. 


1980: 

The Club held a Special Extraordinary meeting to vote to wind up the 
company. A new constitution was presented to members, which was 
accepted. Annual fees rose to $30.00 for full members and $6.00 for 
juniors. 
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1981 ~ 1990 


1981: 

The limited company of the Club was officially dissolved. New 
clubrooms were made available at the pavilion of the Poplar Road 
Sports Ground. The Club held a working bee to repaint and refurbish 
the building, and rent was paid to the Melbourne City Council for its 
use during Saturdays and Sundays. 


The first Lord Mayor’s Charity Day tournament was held on 19 
March, with over $2,500 raised. This event was to run for the next nine 
years raising a similar amount every year for charity. 


An advertisement was placed in the Melbourne Leader to encourage 
new members to the Club. 


1982: 

Membership numbers were now 54, and the Club committee had dis- 
cussions regarding the possibility of admitting associate members to 
the club. 


The Club leased the kiosk/restaurant from Melbourne City Council as 
the Poplar Road pavilion proved to be too small and not appropriate 
for use as a clubhouse. Yearly lease to the Council was $1,000 per year. 
Green fees were now $2.00 for 9-holes and $4.00 for 18-holes. 


1983: 

Due to complaints by the staff at the Mt Royal Hospital, on Poplar 
Road, that golf balls were landing in their car park from the 8th tee, 
that tee was temporarily moved 80-100 metres forward making the 
hole much shorter. The Club had concerns regarding the proposed 
changes affecting the course rating and brought them to Council’s at- 
tention. Golf course architects were hired by the Melbourne City 
Council to design a safer 8th hole, without reducing the quality of that 
hole for the players, by angling the tee and building a high fence on 
the right. The Club was in complete agreement with the final plans for 
the hole by the golf course architects. 


The Club was featured in the Victorian Golf magazine July issue as 
“Club of the Month”. 
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1981 ~ 1990 





1986: 
The Club won the VGL Divi- 
sion 7 Pennant champion- 
ship. 


The winning pennant team on right are: 
Back row: G. Trevena (Club Secretary), 
A. Rivero, R. Ford, D. Wearne, N. Picken 
(Treasurer). 

Front row: J. Molinaro, M. Knights, D. 
Flavel, J. Robinson. 
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Score card of David Wearne 
during 1987, showing the 








course ratings and length of the 
course. 


1990: 
After difficulties were encountered over the Lord Mayor's Charity 
Day, the Club held an Anti-Cancer Council Charity day. 





Membership in the Club had risen 
to 70 financial members. 


Club members, Richard Ghiller (now a member 
of both the Royal Park Golf Club and the Royal 
Park Veteran’s Golf Club) and John Moffitt re- 
turning after a round in the late 1980s. 
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1991 ~ 2000 


fe eal 
Yearly membership for full members increased to $45 with a $20 join- 
ing fee, and $10 for juniors, with a $10 joining fee. 


18 junior golfers visited from the US and were sponsored by VGL 
clubs. Royal Park sponsored a young 14 year old from Pennsylvania, 
who stayed with the Steer family. 


The Club bought a pot belly stove to have wood fires during the win 
ter months. The clubroom rental paid to the MCC increased to $3,466 
per annum, of which the Club paid 50%. The other 50% was shared by 
the three other clubs using the facilities, which were the Royal Park 
Ladies Club, the Royal Park Veteran’s Club and the North Melbourne 
Social Club. 


1993: 
Committee member Tony McMahon, putting a humorous spin on the 
“goings on” at the golf club, started the RPGC newsletter. 


Membership numbers were 46 full members and 10 juniors. 


1994 ~ 1995: 

Due to the redevelopment of the Zoo 
car park, major changes were made to 
the surrounding area including the 
closures of parts of Elliot Avenue and 
Poplar Road (see course map on page 
52 for the pre-1994 roads). This im- 
pacted on the course, as the 9th hole 
was shortened considerably (from 363 
metres to 267 metres). 


Peter Thomson’s golf architecture 
company, Thomson, Wolveridge and 
Perrett, was asked to redesign the area 
south of the railway line to make 3 
new holes, and merge the 5th and 6th 
holes on the north side. Council later 
put this on indefinite hold, in anticipa- 4 view from the 3rd hole, looking 
tion of the Royal Park Master Plan. eee eae 
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1991 ~ 2000 


This termination of Stage 2 
of Thomson's design left 
what was to be the new Ist 
green being played as the 
temporary 9th. In a letter to 
Council, TWP stated that it 
did not support the 9th be- 
ing played this way on a 
long-term basis. 
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1997: 

The Melbourne City Council 
released the Royal Park 
Master Plan. 


























The Council was to inves- 
tigate the feasibility of 
building a footbridge over 
the railway line, and re- 
locating certain holes to im- Tar | 4598 | 66 
prove the course for players. 
It was also to develop a new 
clubhouse on Park Street. 





























Less Handicap 





t Signed Player 


Net Score 














Club scorecard showing hole lengths and course ratings. 


Council suggested that it might be possible for the Club to share the 
McPherson Reserve clubhouse with the existing tenants from the local 
football club. This was dismissed by the Club committee as being in- 
appropriate. 


1998: 

Club committee member Andrew Dovey, who is a tram driver by pro- 
fession, was teeing off on the 16th hole (7th) when a tram pulled up 
and a lady tram driver called out some advice. All the passengers 
moved to that side of the tram, and applauded the great tee shot of the 
Club member.* 


*From the Club newsletter 1998. 
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Beyond 2000 


2001: 

The Club’s President attended the Melbourne City Council Royal Park 
Master Plan meetings to keep alive the possibility of redesigning the 
course with new clubrooms and a bridge over the railway line on the 
agenda. The committee aimed to achieve a contiguous course for its 
members and public alike. 





2002: 

Melbourne City Council advised the Club that it was no longer re 
quired to pay rental on the clubrooms. In response to the Club’s alarm 
at being unable to secure rights to the clubrooms, the Council gave the 
Club a “letter of comfort” assuring the members that they will be en 
titled to use the clubrooms for the foreseeable future. Council also 
now considered the clubrooms to be a public place. 


Melbourne City Council renovated the pro-shop and clubhouse, add- 
ed a veranda to the structure and repainted the building. The size of 
the clubrooms was reduced, and the pot belly stove installed in 1991 
was replaced with modern gas heaters. 





Three generations of the McManus 
family became members of the re- 
formed Royal Park Golf Club. 


Gerry McManus became an honorary 
member of the Club, and played on 
the course until well into his 90’s. All 
members of the Club were saddened 
by Gerry’s death in the middle of 
2008. 


His son Chris, shown on left teeing off 
the 2nd hole in 2002, has been the 
Club president, secretary, treasurer, 
handicapper, junior liaison officer and 
is presently Club captain. He was also 
made a life member in 2003. 


His son, Tim, is the Manager of the 
Junior Pennant side. 
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Beyond 2000 





2002: 
A Saturday and late Sunday morning 9-hole competition was added to 
the existing 18-hole Sunday morning competition. 


2003: 
The Club’s membership was now 74 full members, including five 
women and 10 juniors. Membership fees were $60 for full members 
and $30 for juniors. Green fees were $15.40 for 18 holes and $9.40 for 9 
holes. 


The Club celebrated its centenary year with a Centenary Weekend of 
Golf on 29 and 30 March. The Lord Mayor attended on the Saturday 
night to present prizes for the Saturday tournament, and Peter Thom- 
son attended on Sunday afternoon to present prizes for the Sunday 
tournaments. 


The Junior Pennant team won its third VGL Pennant Premiership in a 
row, the 2003 year in Division 1 and the two previous years in Divi- 
sion 2. The Scratch team won their Division 6 Pennant final, making it 
a very successful year for the Club during the 2003 season. 











Members of the Junior Pennant team, and supporters, 
after the final at Mount Martha, on 2 March, 2003. 


From left: J. Holmes (President), S. Lucas, D. Lucas (Club champion 1978, 1981, 1997, 1999, 2001 
and 2002), J. Holmes (Junior Captain), T. McManus (Junior Manager), Joe Lovell, A. Austin, 
P. Telford, L. Winnall, C. McManus (Club Captain). 
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The Veterans 


The Royal Park Veterans Golf Club started its life as the Royal Park 
Men’s Social Club with 8 members, whose completed cards were 
placed in a mailbox for the founder to pick up and the winners were 
announced the next week. Each member paid 25¢ towards prize mon- 
ey, and as there was no clubhouse, the members would retire to the 
nearest pub to “discuss the days events and present prizes”. 










During the 1970s one of the 
Club’s members, Tom Fleming, 
buried his beloved Jack Russell 
dog, Kim, under a rock near the 
practice putting green, with a 





land he shil\ whines 
when anyone gets 


a triple bagey 





plaque to “Kim-—Little Battler”. 
The dog would sit on Tom’s golf 
bag and growl if anyone went 





PRACTICE PUTTING- 
GREEN 
Bi: 








near it. The rock, plaque and Kim |~~ [ 
are still at the course. 











In 1981 the first president was elected, and the first annual report pre- 
sented in 1985. In 1986 the Club changed its name to the Royal Park 
Veteran's Golf Club with its early meetings being held in the car park 
near the Hockey clubrooms. 


The fees were increased to 50¢ for prizes, lunches and a Christmas din- 
ner. In 1989 it became an incorporated club. 


During the 1980s the Club flourished with a waiting list for member- 
ship, but during the 1990s membership fell away, Club finances were 
dwindling and there was talk of disbanding the Club. In the late 1990s 
things began to pick up and the Club began to prosper again. 


In 2001 the Club began a membership drive and 15 new members were 
signed up. By 2002 membership had risen to 65, and today the club is 
thriving, with five free lunches for members held during the year. 


The Veteran’s competition day is Wednesday, but many of its mem- 
bers can be found out on the course on most weekday mornings. 
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Ladies of the Park 





1906: 
The Associates held competitions at the 
Club, as well as mixed foursomes competi- 
tions. 


1909: | 
Royal Park Associates played in the Asso- oo 
ciates Pennant competitions. 


1922; 

“The Associates played a 9-hole competi- 
tion after the men had begun their second 
9 holes. The clubhouse had a small room 
for the Associates and a small pro-shop. 
During competitions all members took 
their tea and biscuits at the one table with 





a form on each side.”* 








Above: 

Unnamed woman leaving the clubhouse 
(from an undated photograph held by the 
Royal Park Golf Club). 


Left: 

Associate members from the photograph 
on page 11 of the 1919 Junior Pennant 
celebrations at the front of the clubhouse 
(from an photograph donated to the Club 
by Mr. Jim Wilson). 








“Due to congestion on Saturday afternoons, and the Trustees refusal 
to allow Sunday competition, the Associates were prohibited from 
playing their 9-hole competitions.”* 


1933: 

During the years of the depression, money was raised by social events 
and mixed working bees undertaken to make clubhouse alterations 
and renovations, that would otherwise have cost the Club more than 
they could afford at that time. 


*Excerpt from The History of the Royal Park Golf Club by L.A. Hoy, 1950. 
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Ladies of the Park 





The Associates would arrange card nights, usually held in the men’s 
locker room, and funds raised would be given to the General Com- 
mittee “without any conditions attached” .* 


1934: 
The Associate’s room at the clubhouse was extended by the Club at 
the cost of £60. 


1940s: 

In the early years of the Club there was no division between the Mem- 
bers and the Associates, but by the 1940s the Associates were a self 
governing body within the Club. 


During the period between 1930 and 1940 there was a family atmos- 
phere at the Club, especially in the Committees. At one time Mr and 
Mrs Atkinson, Mrs and Mrs Spooner, Mr and Mrs Collins, Mr and 
Mrs Newson and Mr and Mrs Shannon all held offices on Club com- 
mittees. 


1946: 
The Associate members sent 200 parcels to the Food for Britain Ap- 
peal. 


1947: 

“The Social sub-committee, which has been working since 1942, raised 
£205 for the Post War Building Fund in seven months during 1947, 
and the Hospital and Food for Britain Day resulted in a sum of £108 
being equally divided between the two appeals.”* 








Mrs. Trevelyn, showing “how 
to” to the 1952 golf ladies at 
Royal Park. 

Photograph reproduced with 
permission from the Royal Park 
Ladies Golf Club. 





*Excerpt from The History of 
the Royal Park Golf Club by 
L.A. Hoy, 1950. 





Ladies of the Park 





It must be ac- 
knowledged that the 
Ladies of Royal Park 
have made major 
contributions to the 
Club over the years 
in the areas of fund- 
raising and working 
bees, enabling the 
Club to prosper, 
when it may have 
been difficult to do 
so without their aid. 





“and thanks for 
all your charity 
Wore, cakes ane 
Salads 
















Unfortunately, records of their role in the Club’s history from the 
1950s to the 1970s are virtually non-existent. 


1970 ~ 2000s: 

The Royal Park Ladies Golf Club reformed in March 1972 after two 
former members of the original Club, Mavis Boland and Olive Barras, 
decided to form a ladies only club with other golfing friends. 


With an average membership of 40 players in the 1970s and 1980s, the 
Club were Pennant ‘E’ Premiers in 1974, 1975 and 1976, ‘B’ Premiers in 
1977 and 1987, runners up in ‘B’ in 1976, Championship event winners 
in 1984 and 1988, Senior Veteran winners in 1985, 1989 and 1995 and 
Northcote Bowl winners in 1987. 


From the 1990s to today the average membership is 32 members, four 
of which are octogenarians, who have received certificates from the 
league in recognition of their contribution to the Club. They also have 
three life members. 


The ladies have an Annual Charity Day that in the last 14 years has 
raised over $16,000 for the Anti-Cancer Council. 
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From the nursery 


A. W. (Gus) Jackson: 
1894~1970 


Gus Jackson’s career in golf started as a caddy, along with his cousin 
M.J. (Mick) Ryan, at Sandridge Golf Club, Fisherman’s Bend, the origi- 
nal home of the Victoria Golf Club. His first golf club was Royal Park, 
where he played in the 1919 Junior pennant team that went on to win 
the flag. Jackson won all his matches, one of them by 10 holes. He was 
also a committee member during that year, but resigned from both the 
committee and the Club in 1920, and went to the Victoria Golf Club. 


“Some surprise may be felt that in his 3 years at Royal Park, Jackson 
did not win a club championship, for there was never any doubt about 
his shot-making ability, or his courage. It may have been something 
that just happened, or possibly there was some weakness in his game 
that he afterwards rectified” * 





He stayed at Victoria until the mid 1930s, 
where he won seven Club champion- 
ships as well as the 1926 and 1933 Victo- 
rian amateur titles. He then joined King- 
ston Heath Golf Club in the mid 1930s, 
and served as a director there for many 
years. 








“One recalls a visit from the country to 
take part in a holiday amateur event at 
Victoria, when his appearance at the first 
tee caused some amusement. His nose 
was plastered, he was limping, and his 
pullover bore many holes. His explana- 
tion disclosed that he had broken his 
nose in a car accident, had been bitten by 
a snake, and had found that the pullover 
he had left in his locker had been 
gnawed by rats.”* 





Photograph reproduced with permission 
from the Herald and Weekly Times. 


*Excerpt from The History of the Royal Park Golf Club by L.A. Hoy, 1950. 
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From the nursery 


M. J. (Mick) Ryan 
1897~1965 





By the time Ryan joined Royal Park 
Golf Club in 1925, he was already a 
senior cricketer and footballer with 
South Melbourne (and played in 
the winning 1918 grand final team). 
After taking up golf he continued 
his cricket for another three sea- 
sons. Royal Park was his first club 
and joined on the recommendation 
of his cousin, Gus Jackson. Ryan 
won the Club championship in 1926 
in a 3 round stroke play competi- 
tion, with an aggregate of 223. He 
also won all his pennant matches 
during that season. He then left the 
Club to join Kingston Heath and 


went on to win many competitions Photograph reproduced with permission 
including: from the Kingston Heath Golf Club. 

















1929 ~ Australian Amateur championship 

1929 ~ Victorian Foursomes with Brian Strachan 

1930 and 1932 ~ Victorian Amateur championship 

1932 ~ Australian Open championship 

1933 ~ Victorian Foursomes with Sloan Morpeth 

1934 ~ Australian Foursomes with Alex Jackson 

1934 ~ Captain of the Australian team playing an international golf se 
ries against Britain in Australia 

1937 ~ Queensland Amateur championship 

1938 ~ Member of the Australian team playing a series of tournaments 
in England 


He is one of two players who started their careers at Royal Park, the 
other being Peter Thomson, selected in the VGA’s Victorian Team of 
the Century in 2002. 
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From the nursery 





P.W. (Peter) Thomson 
1929+ 


Thomson joined Royal Park Golf Club in 1942 at the age of 13, alt- 
hough he had been sneaking in a few holes on the fairways bordering 
Park Street, West Brunswick for a number of years before that. Official 
membership was arranged after the Club committee changed the age 
rules for juniors from 15 to 13, once Club officials spotted his natural 
talent. He started at the Club with a handicap of 20, and went on to 
win the Club championship in 1945 at the age of 16, playing off 
scratch. The next year he joined Victoria Golf Club and played penr- 
nant golf with that club, but still retained membership at Royal Park. 


In 1948, the Royal Park Golf Club held a presentation at the Shell The- 
atrette, with 200 attendees to recognise his success in the Amateur 
Championship. In 1949 he turned professional and went on to win 
many tournaments including: 


1950 ~ New Zealand Open 

1951 ~ Australian Open, NZ Open 

1953 ~ NZ Open, NZ PGA 

1954 ~ British Open, British PGA, Canada Cup (now World Cup with Kel Nagle) 
1955 ~ British Open, NZ Open 

1956 ~ British Open 

1958 ~ British Open 

1959 ~ Canada Cup (with Kel Nagle). NZ Open, Italian Open, Spanish Open 
1960 ~ NZ Open, German Open, Hong Kong Open 

1961 ~ British PGA Match Play, NZ Open 

1963 ~ India Open 

1964 ~ Philippines Open 

1965 ~ British Open, Hong Kong Open, NZ Open 

1966 ~ British PGA Match Play 

1967 ~ British PGA Match Play, Australian PGA, Australian Open 

1972 ~ Australian Open 

1973 ~ Victorian Open 

1976 ~ India Open 

1985 ~ PGA Seniors Tour, winning 9 tournaments 

1988 ~ British PGA Senior title 


and many more ... he has won 100 tournaments around the world, in 
a playing career spanning 40 years. 
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From the nursery 


Thomson’s involvement in Royal Park was rekindled after the Mel- 
bourne City Council took over the management of the course in 1971. 
His firm of golf course architects was engaged by the Council to help 
improve the course layout in the early 1970s, and again in the 1980s. 
He was asked to do a revised course layout in the mid 1990s, but 
Council put these plans on indefinite hold. 





He graciously ac- 
cepted an invita- 
tion by the Club to 
be present at the 
Centenary Week- 
end of Golf held 
on 29 and 30 
March, 2003. 
Thomson handed 
out prizes to the 
winners of Sun- 
day’s events, and 
reminisced on his 
time at the Club, 
and spoke with 
members of the 
Club in attendance 
on that day. He 
then agreed to 
write the foreword 
to the Club histo- 
ry, for which the 
Club is very grate- 





Peter Thomson, soon after winning the Club 
Championship in 1945. 


Photograph reproduced with permission from the Herald and Weekly Times. 
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From the nursery 





P.W. (Peter) Thomson ... 


Excerpt from an interview with Mike Clayton of Golf Australia Magazine, August 1999: 


MC: Is there a secret to knowing how to win championships and tour- 
naments? 

PT: There’s no secret to winning but it’s by experience you learn how 
to do it. But before you do it you imagine it’s a hundred times more 
difficult than it is and once it happens to you, even by accident, you’ve 
suddenly got a revelation and from then on it is easy. 


MC: So where was your first revelation? 

PT: I suppose the club championship at Royal Park. I’ve often stressed 
the point that winning a tiny thing—in retrospect it was tiny, but at 
the time it was enormous—is really the same as winning the ultimate, 
like the British Open, because everything comes from within you. You 
know you bring tension and pressure on yourself and it doesn’t matter 
how many noughts are on the prize cheque or even the number of 
people watching...that’s nothing to do with it, it’s really all within you. 
The same pressure can generate within you when trying to hole a putt 
to win a pennant match as holing a putt for the Open—it’s the same 
thing. 


Quote from Thomson in The Golfer’s Book of Wisdom, edited by Criswell Freeman, 1995: 


“You can think best when you're happiest.” 








Sam Bowman and Club President Jonathan Holmes receiving their prizes from Peter, 
for winning the Four Ball-Best Ball competition, during the Club’s Centenary 
Weekend of Golf, held on 29 and 30 March 2003. 
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From the nursery 


Many other very good players have been members at Royal 
Park, and those who have made a mark in the world of golf in- 
clude the following: 


W. R. Opie was Club champion in 1907, and became a prominent fig- 
ure in golf administration. 


A. M. (Afton) Morcom was both a committee and pennant team mem- 
ber and Club champion, who left the Club at the end of the 1924 sea- 
son to join the Elsternwick Golf Club, which later became the Kingston 
Heath Golf Club. 


H. V. (Vernie) Morcom (brother of Afton) was a pennant team mem- 
ber, and left the Club at the end of the 1928 season after nine years. He 
became Head Greenkeeper at Kingston Health Golf Club. 


The Morcom brothers became golf course architects, under the tute- 
lage of Alister McKenzie, and were considered authorities on golf 
course architecture. 


J. P. (jim) McCarthy was a member of the 1919 winning pennant 
team, and went on to win the Annual Country Championship in 1933. 


R. W. Broderick was a Club member since 1906 and served on the 
committee for many years as well at being Club champion twice. He 
was appointed as one of two delegates representing Metropolitan 
clubs on the executive committee of the VGA during 1945 ~ 1947. 


David Hill was Club champion in 1979 and 1980. He now lives in the 
U.S., managing 20 professional golfers, plays in the PGA Tour of Aus- 
tralasia, and is ranked 172nd in the Official World Golf Ranking of 
Australasia. 

Scott Wearne belonged to the Club in the 1980s along with his father, 
Ray and brother David. He played as a professional overseas in the 
1980s and 1990s. 

David Lucas was Club champion in 1978, 1981, 1997, 1999, 2001 and 
2002. He spent 7 years in the 1990s in the U.S. playing as an amateur in 
many tournaments. David’s son Stephen is also a member of the Club, 
playing in the Junior Pennant team. 
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Club Champions 1906 ~ 2002 


1906 J. Anderson 1937 R. Empey 1968 L. Moore 
1907 W. R. Opie 1938 R. Empey 1969 L. Moore 
1908 A.W. Anderson 1939 G.M. Stirling 1970 L. Moore 
1909 J.D. Campbell 1940 W. Redrop 1975 H. Geldard 


1910 T. R. Preston 1941 G.M. Stirling 1976 K. Rainbow 
1911 A. E. Correy 1942 G.M. Stirling 1977 D. Garwood 
1912 G.G. Arthur 1943 G.M. Stirling 1978 D. Lucas 
1913 R. W. Broderick 1944 H.T. Abbott 1979 D. Hill 
1914 G. W. Anderson 1945 P. Thomson 1980 D. Hill 
1915 R. W. Broderick 1946 L. G. Baxter 1981 D. Lucas 
1916 S. K. McLeod 1947 L. G. Baxter 1982 D. Wearne 
1917 S.K. McLeod 1948 L. G. Baxter 1983 D. Garwood 
1918 L. W. Craig 1949 I. W. Coller 1984 L. Rolph 
1919 A.Thompson 1950 I. W. Coller 1985 D. Garwood 
1920 A.M. ™Morcom 1951 A.A.Thomson 1986 D. Flavel 


1921 A.M.Morcom 1952 E.G. Old 1987 J. Molinaro 
1922 L. A. Hoy 1953 1988 B. McNeil 
1923 L. A. Hoy 1954 1989 J. Molinaro 
1924 A.M.Morcom 1955 1990 R. Ford 
1925 A.M. Morcom 1956 1991 C. Petrucelli 
1926 M.J. Ryan 1957 1992 B. Fletcher 
1927 L. A. Hoy 1958 1993 R. Steer Jnr. 
1928 L. A. Hoy 1959 1994 A. Meier 
1929 J. W. Rees 1960 1995 A. Meier 
1930 L. A. Hoy 1961 L. Moore 1996 B. Ambridge 
1931 J. W. Rees 1962 L. Moore 1997 D. Lucas 
1932 H.G. Furnell 1963 L. Moore 1998 A. Meier 
1933 J. W. Rees 1964 L. Moore 1999 D. Lucas 
1934 G. O’Connor 1965 L. Moore 2000 M. Belia 
1935 G. O’Connor 1966 L. Moore 2001 D. Lucas 
1936 G. O’Connor 1967 L. Moore 2002 D. Lucas 
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Executive Officers 1903 ~ 1934 


YEAR PRESIDENT SECRETARY 
1903 G. H. levers A. W. Anderson 
1904 G. H. levers A. W. Anderson 
1905 G. H. levers A. W. Anderson 
1906 G. H. levers A. W. Anderson 
1907 J. A. Arthur R. W. Broderick 
1908 J. A. Arthur R. W. Broderick 
1909 J. A. Arthur R. W. Broderick 
1910 F. E. Oldmeadow R. W. Broderick 
1911 F. E. Oldmeadow R. W. Broderick 
1912 A. S. Arnold G. G. Arthur 
1913 A. S. Arnold G. G. Arthur 
1914 F. T. Hickford R. Cathie ~ S. Duffell 
1915 F. T. Hickford C. Osborne 
1916 S. G. Hughes H. Powis 

1917 S. G. Hughes H. Powis 

1918 S. G. Hughes A. Morcom 
1919 S. G. Hughes A. Morcom 
1920 S. G. Hughes A. Morcom 
1921 S. G. Hughes W. Clifton 

1922 S. G. Hughes H. Richards 
1923 S. G. Hughes H. Richards 
1924 S. G. Hughes J. H. Monk 

1925 S. G. Hughes J. H. Monk 

1926 S. G. Hughes T. Davey 

1927 S. G. Hughes T. Davey 

1928 S. G. Hughes A. J. Adams 
1929 S. G. Hughes A. J. Adams 
1930 S. G. Hughes A. J. Adams 
1931 S. G. Hughes J. K. Shannon 
1932 A. D. Spooner H. G. Furnell 
1933 L. A. Hoy D.C. Tait 

1934 J. K. Shannon G. M. Stirling 
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YEAR 


1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 


PRESIDENT 


J. K. Shannon 
J. W. Rees 

J. N. Hennessy 
C. J. Jennings 
C. J. Jennings 
J. Atkinson 

J. Atkinson 
A. E. Kuring 
A. E. Kuring 
T. McCullen 
T. McCullen 
T. McCullen 
C. J. Langford 
C. J. Langford 
M. O. Galley 
M. O. Galley 
W. Murray 
W. Murray 


J. Firth 
F. H. Travis 
F. H. Travis 


H. G. Bradford 
A. J. Stuckey 
A. J. Stuckey 
F. J. Flowers 

F. J. Flowers 

F. J. Flowers 

E. G. Old 

E. G. Old 

H. Donnelly 
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Executive Officers 1935 ~ 1966 


SECRETARY 


G. M. Stirling 
C. Dow 

C. Dow 

W. Murray 

W. Murray 

W. Murray 

W. Murray 

W. Murray 

W. Murray 

R. W. Broderick 
R. W. Broderick 
R. W. Broderick 
D. J. Paterson 
D. J. Paterson 
T. McCullen 

T. McCullen 

E. G. Old 

E. G. Old 


D. J. Paterson 
D. J. Paterson 
D. J. Paterson 


D. J. Paterson 
G. W. Jones 
G. W. Jones 
G. W. Jones 
G. W. Jones 
G. W. Jones 
W. Beale 

W. Beale 

W. Beale 


YEAR 


1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1975 
1976 
L977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994. 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 


PRESIDENT 


H. Donnelly 
F. Ellis 
F. Ellis 
G. Downward 
. Allen 

. Allen 

. Allen 

. Allen 

. Allen 

. Allen 

. Allen 

. Allen 

. Allen 
Me Cormick 
. Quattrucci 

. G. Manson 
. G. Manson 
. G. Manson 
. Garwood 

. Trevena 

. Trevena 

. Trevena 

. Carroll 

. Trevena 

. Trevena 
Callaway 

. McManus 
. McManus 
. McManus 
. Sweetnam 
D. Sweetnam 
D. Sweetnam 
J. Holmes 


AAA AHA AH AH 
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Executive Officers 1967 ~ 2003 


SECRETARY 


O’Connor 
O’Connor 
O’Connor 
Dawson 
Blackman 
Blackman 
Blackman 
Blackman 
Hughes 
Hughes 
Hughes 
Trevena 
Trevena 
Trevena 
Trevena 
Trevena 
Trevena 
Koufoudakis 
Koufoudakis 
Koufoudakis 
Inglis 
Carroll 
Fletcher 
McManus 
McManus 
McMahon 
McMahon 
McMahon 
McMahon 
McMahon 
McMahon 
Anderson 
Anderson 


PPP Pe A eee) OO OO a Ae ee a Pe 


Hole in One 1975 ~ 2003 


26.06.75 M. McLeod 4th hole 
02.08.75 H. Geldard 4th hole 
31.10.76 M. Saih 6th hole 
13.02.77 K. Rainbow 1st hole 
24.09.78 A. Kopania 12th hole 
25.11.79 D. Hedges 1st hole 
06.04.80 I. Quattrucci 6th hole 
15.01.84 S. Wearne 10th hole 
21.07.85 S. Cummaudo 10th hole 
03.11.85 G. McManus 4th hole 
10.11.85 B. Boult 15th hole 
23.10.88 R. Ford 6th hole 
05.02.89 G. Trevena 13th hole 
28.05.89 T. Bamford 13th hole 
16.09.90 P. Steer Jnr 6th hole 
09.02.92 R. Inglis 6th hole 
23.01.94 C. McManus 15th hole 
10.04.94 T. Cloutier 6th hole 
27.04.99 P. Steer Snr 13th hole 
25.07.99 M. Miglionico 10th hole 
13.02.00 R. Ford 15th hole 
12.11.00 A. Fowler-Brown 15th hole 
17.12.00 A. McMahon 13th hole 
14.04.02 C. Jovanovic 13th hole 
09.03.03 L. Briones 4th hole 
05.10.03 B. Pitruzzello 15th hole 
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Honour Rolls Covering WWI & WWII 


1914—1918 


B. M. Afrait 

H. J. Collins 
W. E. Cooper 
R. Dixon 

D. C. Grant 

J. M. Johnson + 
Rev. F. Milne 
F. H. McCann 
H. T. Osborne 


+ Fallen 


1939 —1945 


H. T. Abbott 
J. R. Benns 

F. Boylan 

E. Carburn 
H. Chuck 

H. Cooper 

C. Mudge 

D. Murray 
W. Osborne + 
H. H. Richards 
W. E. Taylor 
T. F. Ulrich 


“Ward Osborne (son of H.T. Osborne, who was wounded in the 1914-1918 


war) was a member when he lost his life in R.A.A.F operations in Europe 


Wk 


*Excerpt from The History of the Royal Park Golf Club by L.A. Hoy, 1950. 
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Royal Park Golf Club ~ 18 hole members, August 2003 
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Royal Park Golf Club ~ 9 hole members, August 2003 
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Royal Park Ladies Golf Club, August 2003 
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Royal Park Veteran’s Golf Club, July 2003 
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Aerial view of the course ~ 1998 


View of the course showing the 1st and 9th holes, club house and practice green, south of the 
railway line and part of the 2nd, 3rd and 5th holes on the north side of the railway line. 
Photograph reproduced with permission of Qasco Victoria. 
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Aerial view of the course ~ 1998 


View of the course showing parts of the 2nd, 3rd and 5th holes and all of the 4th, 6th, 7th and 8th 
holes, all north of the railway line. The 7th and 8th holes are west of the tram tracks. 
Photograph reproduced with permission of Qasco Victoria. 
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Course layout pre-1995 








Reproduced with permission from the Melbourne City Council (Undated Royal Park Golf 
Course map from the Park, Gardens and Recreations Department). 
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Course layout post-1995 








Reproduced with permission from the Melbourne City Council, from the Royal Park Golf Course 
card. 
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A special mention for L.A. Hoy 


L.A. Hoy joined the Royal Park Golf Club in 1916, playing in the pen- 
nant team from 1919-1940. He was a committee member, in various 
capacities, from 1917-1925 and 1931-1935. In 1950 the Club committee 
asked him to compile a history of the Club. His final line in that histo- 
ry was: 


“As a final thought, I hope it will be considered a chronicle worth tell- 
ing.” 
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